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Introduction

In 1988, Reclamation began to create a history program. While headquartered in Denver,
the history program was developed as a bureau-wide program.

One component of Reclamation’s history program is its oral history activity. The
primary objectives of Reclamation’s oral history activities are: preservation of historical data not
normally available through Reclamation records (supplementing already available data on the
whole range of Reclamation’s history); making the preserved data available to researchers inside
and outside Reclamation.

In the case of the Newlands Project, the senior historian consulted the regional director to
design a special research project to take an all around look at one Reclamation project. The
regional director suggested the Newlands Project, and the research program occurred between
1994 and signing of the Truckee River Operating Agreement in 2008. Professor Donald B.
Seney of the Government Department at California State University - Sacramento (now emeritus
and living in South Lake Tahoe, California) undertook this work. The Newlands Project, while a
small- to medium-sized Reclamation project, represents a microcosm of issues found throughout
Reclamation:

. water transportation over great distances;

. limited water resources in an urbanizing area;

. three Native American groups with sometimes conflicting interests;

. private entities with competitive and sometimes misunderstood water rights;

. many local governments with growing urban areas and water needs;

. Fish and Wildlife Service programs competing for water for endangered species in

Pyramid Lake and for viability of the Stillwater National Wildlife Refuge to the east of
Fallon, Nevada;
. and, Reclamation’s original water user, the Truckee-Carson Irrigation District.
Reclamation manages the limited water resources in a complex political climate while dealing
with modern competition for some of the water supply that originally flowed to farms and
ranches on its project.

A note on the nature of oral histories is in order for readers and researchers who have not
worked with oral histories in the past. We attempt to process Reclamation’s oral histories so that
speech patterns and verbiage are preserved. Speech and formal written text vary greatly in most
individuals, and we do not attempt to turn Reclamation’s oral histories into polished formal
discourse. Rather, the objective during editing of interviews is to convey the information as it
was spoken during the interview. However, editorial changes often are made to clarify or
expand meaning, and those are shown in the text.

The senior historian of the Bureau of Reclamation developed and directs the oral history
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program. Questions, comments, and suggestions may be addressed to the senior historian.

Brit Allan Storey
Senior Historian
Land Resources Division (84-53000)
Policy and Administration
Bureau of Reclamation
P. O. Box 25007
Denver, Colorado 80225-0007
(303) 445-2918
FAX: (720) 544-0639
E-mail: bstorey@usbr.gov

For additional information about Reclamation’s history program see:
www.usbr.gov/history
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Oral History Interviews
Mary Conelly

Seney: My name is Donald Seney. I’m with Mary Conelly of Senator’s Reid’s' staff, in her
office in Reno, Nevada. Today is August 22, 1999. This is our first session and our
first tape.

Good morning, Mary.

Conelly: Good morning.

Seney: Why don’t you begin by telling me where you were born, and when, and where you
grew up?

Born and Raised in Fallon, Nevada
Conelly: Iwas born in and raised in Fallon, Nevada, about forty-six years ago.
Attended the University of Nevada-Reno

I stayed there until I was eighteen years old and then moved up to Reno to attend the
University of Nevada, and I’'m a U-N-R [University of Nevada Reno]? graduate.

1. Senator Harry Reid contributed to Reclamation’s oral history work on the Newlands Project.

2. A note on editorial conventions. In the text of these interviews, information in parentheses, (), is actually
on the tape. Information in brackets, [ ], has been added to the tape either by the editor to clarify meaning or at the
request of the interviewee in order to correct, enlarge, or clarify the interview as it was originally spoken. Words
have sometimes been struck out by editor or interviewee in order to clarify meaning or eliminate repetition. In the
case of strikeouts, that material has been printed at 50% density to aid in reading the interviews but assuring that the
struckout material is readable.

The transcriber and editor also have removed some extraneous words such as false starts and repetitions
without indicating their removal. The meaning of the interview has not been changed by this editing.

While we attempt to conform to most standard academic rules of usage (see The Chicago Manual of Style),
in these interviews we do not conform to those standards for individual’s titles which then would only be capitalized
in the text when they are specifically used as a title connected to a name, e.g., “Secretary of the Interior Gale
Norton” as opposed to “Gale Norton, the secretary of the interior;” or “Commissioner John Keys” as opposed to “the
commissioner, who was John Keys at the time.” The convention in the Federal government is to capitalize titles
always. Likewise formal titles of acts and offices are capitalized but abbreviated usages are not, e.g., Division of
Planning as opposed to “planning;” the Reclamation Projects Authorization and Adjustment Act of 1992, as opposed
to “the 1992 act.”

The convention with acronyms is that if they are pronounced as a word then they are treated as if they are a
word. If they are spelled out by the speaker then they have a hyphen between each letter. An example is the Agency
for International Development’s acronym: said as a word, it appears as AID but spelled out it appears as A-I-D;
another example is the acronym for State Historic Preservation Officer: SHPO when said as a word, but S-H-P-O
when spelled out.
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. | told the Senator . . . when he got ready to hire me ... ‘I’'m a known

9

irrigator.

And, I told the Senator once, when he got ready to hire me, I said, “I’'m a
known irrigator.” (Laugh)

Seney: A “known irrigator”?

Conelly: A “known irrigator.” (Laugh) But, you know . . .

Seney: What did he say to that?

Conelly: He laughed.

Seney: Yeah.

Conelly:  You know, I came from a family that didn’t have a, you know, large acreage out in
Churchill County but, you know, probably did fifteen, twenty acres of irrigation, and,
you know, kind of familiar with the whole ditchrider system and (Seney: Right.) how
that all works.

“. .. gotinvolved in politics . . . in an unusual way. | was between jobs ... and

someone called me and asked me if | would be interested in doing voter

registration for women on welfare. . ..”

And, got involved in politics sort of like most people, I suspect, in an unusual way. I
was between jobs and wasn’t really looking for a job and someone called me and
asked me if [ would be interested in doing voter registration for women on welfare.
And, I have a social work background. And, I said, oh I thought that was a great
idea. So, I got involved in, they called it an Empowerment Project for Women on
Welfare, to do voter registration.

“ .. then | went to work for the Democratic Party. Then | went to work for Senator

Seney:

Conelly:

Reid, and now I’'m Senator Reid’s State Director. ...”

And then it just kind of, then I went to work for the Democratic Party. Then I went to
work for Senator Reid, and now I’m Senator Reid’s State Director.

So, you do both northern and southern Nevada?

I do both now. I have since January.
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Seney:

Conelly:

Seney:

Conelly:

Seney:

Since January? Well, that’s why we’re in such a large, lovely office on the (Laugh)
Ninth Floor of the new Federal Building.

I’m not complaining. (Laugh)

Yeah. I wouldn’t either, if I were you. Right. So, that was the connection then,
working for the Democratic Party?

Yes.

You got to know Senator Reid and he got to know you, and . . .?

Worked on Senator Reid’s 1992 Campaign and Was Then Offered a Job on His

Conelly:

Seney:
Conelly:
Seney:

Conelly:

Seney:

Staff
In his ‘92 election I was the executive director for the local county party and they
were looking for someone to come in and do some work on his campaign, and I did
that and then after his campaign he offered me a full-time job as a staff person. So.
Here? Here in Nevada?
Here in Nevada. (Seney: Right.) Here in Reno.

So, you began with him then subsequent to the ‘92 election?

Right. T actually was on his payroll, but it would be his campaign payroll, starting in
‘91.

At that point, at what point were you drawn into these water issues, apart from your
family and so forth?

Became Involved in the Water Issues in 1992 When She Became Senator Reid’s

Conelly:

Regional Director in Reno

Interestingly enough, not until probably late of ‘92. After I had come to work for the
Senator he had another staff person who was the Regional Manager here, and I
believe that she had been somewhat involved. And, I had expressed an interest to her
that [ was very interested in what was going on, and she basically told me that, you
know, it was very complicated and it would take too long to learn, and she already
knew everything there was to know, and that I didn’t need to be concerned about it.
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When She Was Assigned Water a Second Round of Negotiations Were Just
Beginning and She Sat in on All the Meetings

So, when she left the Senator gave me her job and then he told me, “It’s now
your job to learn everything there is to know about the negotiations and the
settlement, and TROA [Truckee River Operating Agreement],” and I got really lucky.
It was just, he was starting the second round negotiations at exactly the time that he
said, “This is now your job.” And, I sat in on every meeting of the negotiations and it
was like going to school. It was wonderful. And 1, I don’t think I would know what
I know now, or be in a position to contribute now if I had not been at that point
where I could go to all of those meetings and listen to all the negotiations. (Seney:
Right.) It was just like going to school.

Seney: These were the ‘94-‘95 (Conelly: Yes.) negotiations, known as Settlement II, or
(Conelly: Yes.) the Negotiate—what am I trying to . . .

Conelly: Second Round.

Seney: Second Round. And, there’s another term, “Facilitated Negotiations”?

Conelly: Oh yes. Facilitated Negotiations. So that’s, I mean, you know, I had been kind of
studying, and I’d read some things, but it wasn’t until those meetings started that |

really felt like I had a clue what was going on.

Seney: I understand the way those meetings were structured—and, of course, they were not
open to the public?

Conelly: Right.
Seney: These meetings? In fact, I had asked if I could come and I was told I couldn’t come.
Conelly: Well, that’s a shame.

Seney: Yeah. Well, I don’t know. Apparently they’re much more, they were much more
interesting than the TROA meetings we were mentioning before?

Conelly: Much more.

Seney: Right. And I’m told, very educational in the sense at the beginning people came in
and expressed their point of view, and sort of gave their version of the issues?
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“It was a wonderful experience. . . . you really got to have a feel for everyone’s
positions . ..”
Conelly: It was a wonderful experience. I’m not sure everybody else who attended them

Seney:

Conelly:

Seney:

Conelly:

Seney:

Conelly:

Seney:

would think the way I do. But, you really got to have a feel for everyone’s positions
and how they got there. Because, it was difficult for someone to state, “Well, our
position is now X,” without them telling why they got there. And, you know, there is
a lot of bad feelings out there and a lot of perceptions that are real and not real, and it
kind of, everybody put everything on the table, and it was just, I mean, I learned a lot.
Not just about the specific mechanics of what they were trying to do, but about their
perceptions, and their feelings, and their positions, and how they got where they
were.

Right. Apart from Senator Reid saying, “This is now your job,” did he give you any
guidance as to what his views were and what the office view should be?

No. He didn’t. “Just learn everything that you can and then let me know what I need
to know. And, keep on top of this.” No one has ever said to me, until probably the
last year, which I find interesting, exactly what the office or the Senator’s position
was. I, but it was easy to discern it, you know, just sort of figuring out what, who we
were going to help and who we weren’t going to help, (Seney: Right.) and where we
were going to be if the negotiations got to a point where people were coming to us
and asking for, you know, “Give them a nudge.” It was easy to tell.

Right. Right. And I’'m aware that it would have been Larry Werner who would have
been the Senator’s (Conelly: Right.) perhaps chief representative in those
negotiations?

He was, and he attended a couple of the meetings, and mostly I reported to him, and
he was there at a couple where we actually, we thought we had an agreement once
during the course. Twice, actually, (Seney: Right.) during the course of the (Seney:
Right.) negotiations, and the only way we could get there is we were frankly strong-
arming the tribe to accept some things they didn’t want to accept, and Larry did that,
which was fascinating to watch too.

Was it?
I'loved it. (Laugh)

Yeah. Yeah. Could he do that pretty well?
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Conelly:

Seney:

He was very effective at that.

Yeah. Yeah. Can you give us a flavor of what you’re talking about here, what you
wanted the tribe to accept that they didn’t want to accept?

Getting the Tribe to Change Its Position to Meet Conditions Set by TCID

Conelly:

Seney:
Conelly:
Seney:
Conelly:
Seney:
Conelly:
Seney:

Conelly:

It was some changes in the OCAP, the Operating Criteria and Procedures, that the
community down there, Newlands, wanted and the tribe didn’t want to agree to. And
it was sort of, we thought at the time, because they told us so, we thought that was a
very important point for the Newlands people to get in order for them to move on to
some other items and the tribe didn’t want to move on it. And, we basically told
them they had to, in kind of those terms, and they agreed. And so, we went back and
then Newlands walked on it anyway. So.

Would this have been the carryover storage in Lahontan?

Some of that was in that.

Yeah.

There were three or four items, and . . .

Can you remember the others?

No. But, I could probably check my notes and see what they were.

Yeah.

But, it was primarily OCAP, and then it was also some items on their O&M
[Operations and Maintenance] contract that they wanted much more lenience and less
Bureau of Reclamation oversight. And, of course, the tribe didn’t want that. They
didn’t trust them to do it without Bureau of Reclamation oversight. (Seney: Right.)

You know, we thought, “Well, you know, if this is what we need to do to get to a deal
so they’ll sign on to TROA it’s worth it.”

After the Tribe Changed its Position, the TCID Didn’t Agree to the Deal

And, talked the tribe into agreeing and then the Newlands people® didn’t take the
deal.

3. The water user organization on the Newlands Project is the Truckee Carson Irrigation District (TCID).
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Seney:

Conelly:

Seney:

Now, [ understand from interviewing people out in the Newlands Project that Larry
Werner leaned on them a little too?

You know, I’m sure that that was their perception, but, you know, I don’t think that’s
true.

You were there when (Conelly: Yeah.) this happened?

Member of Congress Barbara Vucanovich’s Staff Worked with Newlands Project

Conelly:

Seney:

Conelly:
Seney:
Conelly:
Seney:
Conelly:

Seney:

People

I mean, you know, I think they could probably say that there was, you know, we
wanted a deal and, you know, we were encouraging everyone to get to a deal, but I
don’t, I just don’t believe that’s true. You know, I mean, we, we leaned on the tribe
big time. Now we did, | remember this specifically, we did get some staff from
Barbara Vucanovich’s’ office to speak to the Newlands people. I mean, they don’t
have a lot of trust with us. (Seney: Right.) And, we thought, “Okay, we’ll get the
tribe to move. Vucanovich’s staff can get the Newlands people to move, and we’ll
get a deal,” and Vucanovich’s office did. I mean, they basically said, “This is what
you need to do to get this deal.” (Seney: Yeah.) And, we thought (Seney: Yeah.) we
had one.

Well, I’ve interviewed former Congresswoman Vucanovich (Conelly: Yes.) as well
and, you know, I thought when I interviewed her in her Washington office that she
was very forthcoming, more than I expected her to be. I think people in elected office
are very careful when they talk to (Conelly: Yes.) someone like me.

But, she’s wonderful.

Well, I think she had made up her mind to leave the Congress at that point.

Oh.

But, had not said anything about it.

So, she felt comfortable being candid?

I think she did. And, she expressed—I’m not quite sure how to characterize it—
disappointment that the Newlands Project people did not move on this.

Barbara Vucanovich contributed to Reclamation’s oral history work on the Newlands Project.
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Conelly:

Seney:
Conelly:

Seney:

Well, we had talked, she had staff there and they, they were good, and we talked to
them. I mean, we’d had a meeting and it was Larry, and myself, and Nancy from
Barbara’s staff.

Nancy?

I’d have to think of her last name. I’ll think of it.

That’s all right. We can fill it in when . . .

“ ..we thought we had a deal. And, primarily the deal was structured around

Conelly:

Seney:

Conelly:

Seney:

what the Newlands people wanted. . ..”

And, we thought we had a deal. And, primarily the deal was structured around what
the Newlands people wanted. We knew that, you know, they were the key pin to a
deal. They were the reason we were at the table again. And, we had Betsy Rieke’
giving us advice about what we could do within the Reclamation department, and we
were moving forward and, [ mean, at a meeting Ernie Schank from the, you know,
from Newlands said, “If you can give us this, we’ve got a deal.” And so, we had a
meeting and, you know, said, “Okay, who talks to who?” and it was determined that
we would, frankly strong-arm the tribe, and that the Vucanovich folks would strong-
arm the Newlands people. And, and I believe it was much harder for us to strong-
arm the tribe than it was for them to talk to the Newlands people, because we were
trying to get to their deal. (Seney: Ah.) And when it blew up, you know, like a
couple of days later and it was the Newlands people that had walked, I do think the
Vucanovich folks were, were not real happy.

Right. There’s a factor in here we should mention and that’s the 1994 Congressional
elections?

Effect of the 1994 Congressional Election on the Negotiations
Oh, that was a big factor.
Which, in which the Republicans gained control of both the (Conelly: Yes.) House

and the Senate. I do know, from interviewing people in Newlands, that they took
great comfort in that.

TCID Thought it Would Get the Deal Repealed but Didn’t Take into Account That

Senator Reid Could Block Anything the House Passed

5. Elizabeth (Betsy) Rieke participated in Reclamation’s oral history work on the Newlands Project.
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Conelly:

Seney:

Conelly:

Seney:

Oh, they felt so good, and I mean they, they let us know it. I mean, they did things
like they had House members from the committee that would actually have some
oversight of this out to the Project for tours, Republican House members that didn’t
have anything to do with Nevada, but they were on the committee. And, you know,
they gave, they wined and dined them, and gave them tours, and they always let us
know when they were doing that. “Well, oh, we can’t meet on Tuesday because we
have, you know, congressman so-and-so coming to tour the project.” That, you
know, to let us know, “We’re lobbying people outside of you guys to get what we
want.” And I, you know, I don’t know that anybody ever said, “We don’t need to
worry about you guys anymore. Now we’ve got a Republican Congress and we’ll get
what we want regardless.” It was implied in a lot of stuff they did. And, you know,
frankly we thought, you know, “This isn’t the way to go about this.” (Seney: Yeah.)
I mean, “You might get it through the House, but you’ll never get it through the
Senate if Harry Reid doesn’t support it.” I mean . . .

I mean that was the reality, wasn’t it? Even in the Minority, Senator Reid, under the
rules of the Senate (Conelly: Yeah.) and given his influence?

It just wasn’t going to happen.

Yeah.

Senator Reid “. . . credits the passage of the Negotiated Settlement to Barbara

Conelly:

Seney:

Vucanovich. . ..”
And he, and he may have said this when you interviewed him, but I’ve heard him do
it time and time again, he credits the passage of the Negotiated Settlement to Barbara

Vucanovich.

Yes. He said that.

“‘...you know Barbara played that very well. She still got support from that
community even though she’s probably the one that they, if they were paying

Conelly:

attention, rolled them.’. . .”

I mean, he, (Seney: Yes.) I have heard him say that time and time again. I mean, you
know, we certainly take credit for it for a variety of reasons, mostly political,
but—and, I think he has some personal pride in the fact that, you know, that
happened-but, he says, “Without Barbara Vucanovich that would have never
happened.” And, I was always amused, and I used to tell people like when Barbara
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left and we got a new congressman, I said, “You know, you know Barbara played that
very well. She still got support from that community even though she’s probably the
one that they, if they were paying attention, rolled them.” (Laughter) But, she did
(Seney: Yeah.) it very well.

Seney: Yeah. She told me that she bluntly told them noft to take any comfort in the ‘94

election, that Public Law 101-618° was (Conelly: Was . . .) not going to be changed.
“. . .they really believed they’d get it repealed. . . .”

Conelly: A couple of people, Ernie Schank’ was one and Norman Frey were another, told me,
of which those are both people I went to school with, both told me they were going to
get it repealed, and I laughed. “Well, good luck.” (Seney: Yeah.) You know, and I
think they just thought we were being facetious, but I said, “This isn’t going to
happen. Let’s figure out a way to go forward so you can get something you want.”
(Seney: Right. Right.) But they were, I believe they really believed they’d get it
repealed.

Seney: Well, I think the political equation was against them. California was happy with it.

Conelly: Yes.

Seney: Nevada was happy.

Conelly: Yes.

Seney: The tribe, both tribes, the Fallon and Pyramid Lake, more importantly Pyramid Lake.

Conelly: Pyramid Lake.

Seney: Sierra Pacific Power was happy with it.

Conelly: Reno-Sparks, Washoe County.

Seney: Yes. Right. Right.

Conelly: You know, they, I mean they just . . .

Seney: The only unhappy party was the district [T-C-1-D]?

6. Public Law 101-618 is included as Appendix 2 on page 155.

7. Ernie Schank participated in Reclamation’s oral history work on the Newlands Project.
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At First in the Job She Thought She Would Be Able to Assist TCID

Conelly: Exactly. (Seney: Yeah.) And, you know, when I got the job and the Senator said,
“Now you’re in charge of this,” I actually, for a while, had a vision that I would be
able to get them to the table and to gef them to be more willing to come up with some
solutions that would help them and others, because I believed that they probably had
not been treated fairly, both by Senator Reid’s staff and just by the process.

Seney: Right. Your sympathies, (Conelly: Yeah. I...) given your upbringing, were out
there? Yeah.

“...lrecognize that a lot of it has to do with lack of leadership . . . But, they’re
just too busy fighting changes . ..”

Conelly: I totally believed that they had not been treated fairly. Now, several years later, I
recognize that a lot of it has to do with lack of leadership down there. They just don’t
have someone who’s willing to stand up and say, “Look, you know, this train has left
the station. We better get on and make sure we get something out of it.” [ mean if
they, if, all the money that they’ve spent on litigation, which at one time [ had a
number, they could have gotten anything they wanted. But, they’re just too busy
fighting changes, (Seney: Yeah.) which I’ve, it really, still to this day, it really
bothers me.

Seney: Yeah. Did they, they must have thought the minute you went to work for Senator
Reid you were a turncoat?

Conelly: Well, I believe they did.

Seney: Yeah.

Conelly: Yeah.

Seney: Yeah. You know, when I, I’ve interviewed a lot of parties in this, many, many,
many, and some have said things on record and some will say, after the tape is off,
“Well, you should know this, but (Conelly: Yeah.) I didn’t want to say that.” So, I’ve

gained the impression that, that Senator Reid, and I, he agreed to this when I
interviewed him, was really not aware of his election night pledge in 1986, whether . .

Conelly: What it meant?
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Seney: Meant to . . .

Conelly: I think that’s true.

Seney: To solve the water wars of northern Nevada.

Conelly: Idon’t think he had a clue.

Seney: Yeah. But, he went right to work on it. He put (Conelly: Yeah.) Wayne Mehl® on it,
who is a very able individual.

Conelly: Terribly.

Seney: Yeah.

Conelly: Capable. Although, and I mean I would say this on the tape as long it’s going to be
restricted, I don’t believe that Wayne Mehl ever really cared about the Newlands
Project. And, I think that was part of the problem from the beginning, as far as
making sure they were part of the process.

Seney: Yeah. Yeah. Ithink his interview maybe implies that as well.

Conelly: Yeah.

Seney: That he was out there without experience in the West, (Conelly: Yeah.) and on,
working on behalf of the Senator. And, of course, if you look at this politically, in
that 1986 election, Senator Reid only carried Clark County, but he carried it by a
large enough margin, it being the largest county . . .

Conelly: It was not much different in 98.

Seney: Wasn’t it?

Conelly: He carried two counties.

Seney: What was the final vote margin?

Conelly: Four hundred and twenty-eight votes.

Seney: Between the Senator and Mr. Henson?

8. Wayne Mehl contributed to Reclamation’s oral history work on the Newlands Project.
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Conelly:

Seney:

Conelly:

Seney:

Conelly:

Seney:

Conelly:

Seney:

Conelly:

Seney:

Conelly:

Seney:

Conelly:

Four hundred and twenty-eight votes.

How many did he lose by, in 19— I'm trying to think when it would have been—*80,
74 to Mr. [Paul] Laxalt?

Oh, I don’t know, but not . . .

It was about the same, wasn’t it?

I mean, I’m thinking it was a little over a thousand, but not much.
Yeah. Right.

You know, it was a very close race.

Right. Right.

Yeah.

And, so looking at it, I mean in purely political terms, Churchill County can’t
(Conelly: It means . . .) deliver much?

They can’t deliver much.
Yeah.
The Negotiated Settlement Is Popular in the Reno Area

And, you know, the Negotiated Settlement up here, and we played this politically, is
very popular even among Republicans. Frankly, in fact, largely among Republicans
who understand what it means for growth and development. So I mean, you know,
we play that politically. And, you’re right, I mean we could do anything for Fallon
right now and they’re never going to vote for Harry Reid. I have had, since I’ve had
this job, I have—it’s a joke.

Taking Senator Reid out to Fallon

It’s a joke on our staff meetings, on our phone calls, where I always say, “Well, 'm
going to take the Senator out to Fallon” and the big thing is everybody says, “Why?”
And, I’ve taken him out there a few times and we’ve done some things, and you
know clearly there’s other things out there besides just the Newlands Project, but I’ve
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Seney:

Conelly:

Seney:

Conelly:

Seney:

Conelly:

Seney:

Conelly:

Seney:

Conelly:

Seney:

taken him to the base.
The military base, for example? Yeah.

I’ve taken him to the base a couple of times, and we’ve done some Democratic Party
things a couple of times and, you know, we’ve done some stuff like that, and it’s a
joke. I'mean it’s, among our staff here it’s like, “Yeah. Mary’s dragging the Senator
out to Fallon so that he can see her two relatives that might vote for him.” (Laugh) 1
mean, it’s a big joke. But, you know, (Seney: Yeah.) so from a political (Seney:
Yeah.) perspective, you know, we could write them off.

Right. Right.
And they wrote us off.

Yes. Right. And frankly, that, it doesn’t shock me or surprise me that a Senator and
his staff would look at things in that way.

Uhm-hmm.

I mean that’s, that shouldn’t be a revelation to anyone who knows anything about the
political process.

Yeah. I mean, you know, I continually, and I’'m kind of working on one now,
continually look for opportunities where we can help the community. And I’'m sure
that’s because I’m from there. (Seney: Right.) But, I mean I do it everywhere, but
I’m, but because it’s so difficult out there I'm continually looking for opportunities,
and there have been opportunities where we could have assisted them with federal
funding of one type or the other and they don’t want it. You know, they’ve got that
whole, “The federal government is bad.” And so, you know, we spend the money
someplace else.

What would you have spent it on out there?

We looked at some stuff with regard to road improvements. And, I di